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The ENVIRON Foundation accepts grant 
applications twice a year, in the first week 
of April and the first week of October. 
The Foundation received 12 applications 
in April, 10 from not-for-profit non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs) and two from 
universities. After reviewing all of the appli-
cations, the Foundation Committee recom-
mended, and the EHI Board of Directors 
approved, three new grants.

Chemicals in the 
Environment in 
Romania & Moldova
Powerful Information, a UK NGO, and 
Prietenii Pamantului, a Romanian NGO, are 
currently running a Foundation-funded project 
in 12 schools in Romania and Moldova 
that provides training for 40 teachers and 
facilitates 12 student projects focused on 
chemicals in the environment and civic 
education. Almost 400 students are taking 
part, and many more are benefiting from 
the presentations that are being made to 
other classes and to other schools. The work 
started in October 2005 was due to complete 
in September 2006. The new grant funds an 
extension of this project, which will continue 
to focus on chemicals in the environment and 

raising local awareness of the importance of 
reducing pollution and wastage. 

The goal of the project, which will be on 
a scale similar to the current effort, is to 
improve the ability of teachers to excite 

students’ interest in chemistry, to improve 
students’ understanding of environmental 
issues, and to make the school curriculum 
more relevant to everyday life. The project 
will take place in northeast Romania (one 
of the poorest regions of the country) and 
southwest Moldova (which is even poorer 
and also very isolated). Each group of partic-
ipating students will develop and implement 
a project, with the choice of subject matter 
left up to each school. The objective is to 
have projects that will provide young people 
with a better appreciation of chemistry 
and their local environment, and also their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. Each 
project team will prepare at least one fact 
sheet on some aspects of “chemicals in the 
environment.” The fact sheets will be circu-
lated to all of the participating schools, as 
well as to local Teachers’ Houses, helping to 
build up a library of resource materials for 
teachers in the region. 

This project is concerned with grassroots 
initiatives that raise environmental awareness, 
promote self-help, and tackle the root causes 
of environmental degradation. This is in line 
with The ENVIRON Foundation’s mission of 
protecting human health and the environment 
and promoting lasting change, including 
improving the quality of local decision making, 
ensuring that decisions on environmental issues 
are based on careful scientific analysis of the 
facts, and seeing that the public is better 
informed and involved in the process.
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Foundation 
Announces 
Awards
The ENVIRON 
Foundation 
is pleased to 
announce three awards approved by 
the ENVIRON Board of Directors in 
September 2006:

Teacher training and civic education in 
Romania and Moldova

A CEHN project: Augmenting Diverse 
Health Professional Participation 
in Children’s Environmental Health 
Concerns and Policy

Research focused on possible 
biological mechanisms contributing to 
lead corrosion in drinking  
water systems

About the ENVIRON Foundation
In recognition of ENVIRON's 
longstanding heritage, The ENVIRON 
Foundation provides financial assistance 
to endeavors that promote protection 
of human health and the global 
environment, particularly related to 
the impact of industrial chemicals. The 
Foundation will fund relevant education, 
training, applied research, and direct 
initiatives by not-for-profit organizations. 
The Foundation encourages efforts that 
result in governmental and business 
decision making that is informed by 
scientific principles and by public 
engagement.

We present in this issue information 
about these opportunities, as well as 
application procedures.
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